JOAN    OF    ARC
they could make people go their way, since it was the
only right way; out of their certainty they could impose
their advice on perplexed governors of men; and so
they were able to assist one another to the richest
benefices, bishoprics, cardinal's hats, the Chair of Saint
Peter itself. Esprit de corps opened so many opportunities
for useful activity to the reverend gentlemen that they
had little time to think about their membership in the
less exclusive brotherhood of Christ.
They hated Joan openly on the public's behalf and
privately on their own. She was reputed to be a sorceress
and a schismatic, therefore an enemy of innocent souls.
For the Church was the way to salvation and the fabric
of the Church the pure doctrine of which the University
was the vigilant guardian; falsehood and unorthodoxy
imperilled the fabric and might end in destroying the
Church unless they were themselves destroyed in time.
The professors forgot, in their zeal, that they were no
more the Church than were the ecclesiastics on the
other side who had already passed on Joan's orthodoxy
nor paused to consider that they were using the Church
to pay off their own political scores.
They hid the unpleasant truth even from themselves
by calling her " bloodthirsty and seditious," a disturber
of the peace and "an enemy of the realm." They
genuinely wanted the war to end, because it hampered
their activities, burned their monasteries, dried up their
revenues, but they wanted it to end the right way; and
then Joan had come along to put new life into it and
seriously threaten to end it the wrong way. The Univer-
sity had fought Charles VII and his predecessors tooth
and nail, since as churchmen they could not tolerate the
idea of a national king over them. They had outcast
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